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truly Liberal Constitution which had existed in Fiance since 1789'   The press was freed from its shackles, the parliament recovered complete control over every department of public policy, and the great scheme of Liberal reform was on May 8,1870, endorsed by seven million votes of the French people. ' If I had then been earned off by fever like Cavour,1 remarks M. Olhvier, ' I should have been unanimously applauded as one of the rare statesmen of the nineteenth century whose design had been accomplished in its entirety'    Unfortunately the first achievement of the Liberal Empire was to accept that disastrous encounter which for more than a generation lowered the military prestige of France    ' A cyclone which I could not foretell, and against which I was not allowed the time to struggle, beats down upon my work, crushes it, and casts me among the vanquished who are condemned to ostracism'   But for that unseen calamity M. Olhvier announces that (without phrases or charlatanism of any kind' he would have slain anarchical or despotic Socialism by a vast scheme of social reform.   A sketch of this imposing but uncompleted design is vouchsafed to us.     It includes a reform of the civil, penal, and procedural codes, the abolition of collateral inheritance, and the legal emancipation of women. M Ollivier was a true Liberal    He hated tyranny in all its forms, whether it were the tyranny of the trades union over the workman or of the State over the Church or of the Church over the State    He wished to respect the freedom of contract and to sanction the formation of religious as well as of commercial and civil associations.   The Latin genius is averse to compromise, and political movements in France have been too often armed with terror in place of argument   M. OUivier's policy was framed on a basis of confidence    He trusted the capacity of women to manage their own investments, and of priests to shape their own dogma    Above all, he trusted the Emperoi, who is exhibited to us as (the faithful interpreter of democratic France, ambitious of adding one last stone to the radiant pyramid of glory and generosity' erected by the genius of his illustrious uncle.   So confiding is M. Ollivier that he believes that a Bonaparte could adapt himself to a philosophy